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25 COMMON WEED SPECIES THAT SHOULD BE IDENTIFIED IN SEEDLING STAGE FOR 
PCA CERTIFICATION TEST 
 
 
Family Common Name  Scientific Name  
Broadleaves   
Amaranthaceae Pigweeds Amaranthus spp. 
Asteraceae Yellow starthistle Centaurea solstitialis 
 Hairy fleabane Conyza bonariensis 
 Prickly lettuce Lactuca serriola 
 Common groundsel Senecio vulgaris 
 Common cocklebur Xanthium strumarium 
Boraginaceae Coast fiddleneck Amsinckia menziesii var. intermedia 
Brassicaceae Mustards Brassica spp. 
 Shepherd’s-purse Capsella bursa-pastoris 
Caryophyllaceae Common chickweed  Stellaria media 
Chenopodiaceae Common lambsquarters Chenopodium album 
 Russian thistle Salsola tragus 
Convolvulaceae Field bindweed Convolvulus arvensis 
 Morningglories Ipomoea spp. 
Euphorbiaceae Spurge Chamaesyce spp. 
Geraniaceae Filaree Erodium spp. 
Lamiaceae Henbit Lamium amplexicaule 
Malvaceae Velvetleaf Abutilon theophrasti 
 Mallow Malva spp. 
Polygonaceae Common knotweed Polygonum arenastrum 
Portulacaceae Purslane Portulaca olearcea 
Solanaceae Nightshades Solanum spp. 
Zygophyllaceae Puncturevine Tribulus terrestris 
   
Grasses   
Poaceae Barnyardgrass Echinochloa crus-galli 
 Annual bluegrass Poa annua 
 


